University of Wollongong

Research Online
Faculty of Law, Humanities and the Arts Papers

Faculty of Arts, Social Sciences & Humanities

1-1-2016

Speaking with: Serial's Julie Snyder about making groundbreaking podcasts
Siobhan A. McHugh
University of Wollongong, smchugh@uow.edu.au

Follow this and additional works at: https://ro.uow.edu.au/lhapapers
Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons, and the Law Commons

Recommended Citation
McHugh, Siobhan A., "Speaking with: Serial's Julie Snyder about making groundbreaking podcasts"
(2016). Faculty of Law, Humanities and the Arts - Papers. 2769.
https://ro.uow.edu.au/lhapapers/2769

Research Online is the open access institutional repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au

Speaking with: Serial's Julie Snyder about making groundbreaking podcasts
Keywords
groundbreaking, julie, serial's, with:, speaking, making, about, podcasts, snyder

Disciplines
Arts and Humanities | Law

Publication Details
McHugh, S. A. "Speaking with: Serial's Julie Snyder about making groundbreaking podcasts." The
Conversation December .2016 (2016): 1-1.

This journal article is available at Research Online: https://ro.uow.edu.au/lhapapers/2769

Speaking with: Serial's Julie Snyder about making groundbreaking podcasts

https://theconversation.com/speaking-with-serials-julie-snyder-about-making-groundbreaking-podcas...

Academic rigour, journalistic flair

Subscribe

iTunes

Speaking with...

Speaking with: Serial’s Julie Snyder about making groundbreaking podcasts

The Conversation’s ‘Speaking with’ podcast

December 15, 2016 12.23pm AEDT

00:00

Author

23:32
Listen Speaking with: Serial's Julie Snyder about making groundbreaking podcasts

Siobhan McHugh
Senior Lecturer, Journalism, University of
Wollongong

Download MP3 / 32 MB
By now almost everyone has heard – or heard of – This American Life’s blockbuster podcast series
Serial. The first series, originally published in 2014, covered the incarceration and possible wrongful
conviction of Adnan Syed for the murder of schoolgirl Hae Min Lee in Baltimore. In June this year
Syed was granted a new trial for the murder, based at least partially on the renewed scrutiny of the
case by the Serial team.
So what does it take to make a podcast that has had over 243 million downloads over two series?
What decisions have to be made about pacing, music, how to represent the real-life characters
involved and the impact it will have on its subjects’ lives? And in a Trump-led post-truth world, what
role can podcasting play to inform public conversations?
The University of Wollongong’s Dr Siobhan McHugh (who was recently a consulting producer on
Fairfax’s successful Phoebe’s Fall podcast) talks to Julie Snyder, Serial’s Executive Producer and
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co-creator, about the process of making a serialised audio documentary and its impact on its listeners,
creators and subjects.
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